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Donors contribute $100K to 2017 Pride Travel Fund 

More than 800 donors contributed gifts exceeding $100,000 to the 2017 Pride Travel Fund 
in support of the Mountaineer Marching Band.

The annual campaign was established to help defray the costs of travel for the band, 
including transportation, hotels and food for the more than 350 members and staff. 

“We would like to express our deepest appreciation for all those who contributed,” said 
Scott Tobias, WVU Director of Bands. “Your funding makes it possible for us to represent 
West Virginia University throughout the state and beyond with our performances. Without 
your help, it would be extremely difficult for the band to make it to even just half of our 
performances.”

With the financial assistance of private donors, the University and the WVU Athletic 
Department, the Pride was able to travel to Maryland for the football game against Virginia 
Tech. Along with the trip to FedEx Field, the band made appearances in Ravenswood, 
Charleston and Kingwood for in-state exhibitions.

“Pride supporters have been extremely generous once again this year,” said Mary 
Esposito, associate director of the WVU Foundation’s University Fund. “We hope to grow 
the Pride Travel Fund even more in the coming years, so we can continue to keep our 
nationally recognized band on the road. Every performance of the band helps to spread the 
Mountaineer spirit and pride. Thank you so much to all of our donors this year for their 
support.”

The Pride of West Virginia preforms at FedEx Field.
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Foundation wins top digital award from Acquia 

The WVU Foundation’s efforts to overhaul its online donation web pages earned it a top 
national honor in 2017. 

Boston-based Acquia, a leading cloud platform for building, delivering and optimizing digital 
experiences, named the WVU Foundation one of its 2017 Engage Award recipients. The web 
page redesign project, led by Foundation Senior Application Developer AJ Blosser, focused on 
improving the search and transactional experience for the donor.  

“Digital drives the customer experience. A great experience can win loyalty; a misfire can 
result in lost opportunity and revenue. The Acquia Engage Awards are a showcase of how 
intuitive user experience, great design and personalized content come together to deliver a 
winning experience,” said Joe Wykes, senior vice president of global channels and commerce 
at Acquia. “We congratulate the WVU Foundation and all of this year’s finalists and winners. 
This was by far the most competitive award program to date, and we’re proud to celebrate the 
collective results of your work.” 

Acquia partners and customers submitted more than 200 nominations to this year’s award 
program across 17 categories. Eighty nominations that demonstrated an advanced level of 
visual design, functionality, integration and overall experience advanced to the finalist round, 
where an outside panel of experts selected the winning projects. Winners were announced 
during an award reception at the Acquia Engage Conference in Boston. 

“We are excited and honored to be selected by Acquia as an Engage Award winner,” said 
Mark Cottrill, WVU Foundation vice president for technology and facilities. “The award 
reflects the level of commitment, skill and expertise of our entire technology staff, more 
specifically our application development group and AJ Blosser. Digital does indeed drive our 
constituents’ experience. With AJ’s leadership and Acquia’s technology we will continue to 
make improvements in all of our digital platforms.” 

The online donation page redesign project was led by Senior Application Developer AJ Blosser.
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Three elected to Foundation Board of Directors 

Three WVU alumni with successful careers in a variety of industries were elected to the WVU 
Foundation Board of Directors in 2017. 

•	 Gina L. Dubbé of Glenelg, Maryland, graduated from WVU in 1983 with a bachelor’s degree 
in industrial engineering and also holds a master’s degree in engineering from George 
Washington University. She is one of the founding members of Private Digital Networks, 
an information technology company which focuses on the meld of cloud computing with 
content delivery. With over 30 years of cross functional expertise, Dubbé’s background has 
encompassed sales, marketing and business development arenas in tandem with engineering, 
general and project management. Gina was the co-founder of THERA°PEARL®, a doctor-
designed, drug-free way to relieve pain and inflammation. It was later acquired by Hygenic 
Corporation. A holder of multiple patents, Dubbé was named to the Forbes list of Women 
Who Built Outstanding Companies in 2013.  

•	 Michael T. Escue of New York, New York, earned two degrees from WVU, receiving his 
bachelor’s degree in business administration in 1992, and his juris doctorate from the College 
of Law in 1998. Michael is a partner in Sullivan & Cromwell’s Financial Services Group where 
his practice focuses primarily in the areas of banking regulation and supervision. Escue advises 
numerous U.S. and non-U.S. banks and other financial institutions regarding U.S. banking 
laws and regulations. He has been with the firm since 1998.  

•	 David S. Santee of Lake Forest, Illinois, earned his bachelor’s degree in finance from WVU’s 
College of Business and Economics in 1982. He has been executive vice president and chief 
operating officer for Equity Residential since 2013. Prior to that, David served Equity as 
executive vice president – operations from 2007-2013 and as executive vice president – eastern 
division from 1996-2006. Equity Residential is a publicly traded real estate investment trust 
based in Chicago. 

Gina L. Dubbé Michael T. Escue David S. Santee
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University Fund sets all-time giving record 

Donors to the University Fund, the annual giving program of the WVU Foundation, gave $21.6 
million in fiscal year 2017, an all-time record high, surpassing $21.4 million donated in fiscal 
year 2016.

Foundation officials say 17,484 individual donors made 35,946 gifts to WVU through the 
University Fund between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017. 

“I never cease to be amazed at the passion and loyalty of our alumni and friends who continue 
to make an investment in our students and programs,” said Greg McCracken, senior director of 
the University Fund. “Truly, every gift counts, and I want all University Fund donors to know 
how grateful we are for their generosity.” 

Contributions to the University Fund can range from $1 to $24,999. Most of these donations 
-- around 54 percent -- are made through the mail. Another 25 percent of the University Fund’s 
gifts are made online. The Foundation’s telemarketing program called Mountaineer Line, in 
which WVU students work part-time engaging alumni and friends via telephone, accounts for 
about 20 percent of the University Fund’s annual contributions.

The percentage of total donors to the University Fund for fiscal year 2017 was comprised of 
52 percent alumni, 35 percent individual, and eight percent corporate. Sole proprietorships, 
foundations and donor advised funds make up the remainder. 
 
“The University Fund’s success is also due to the fact that our development staff across WVU 
is listening to donors and showing them how they can make an impact through their annual 
support of our various programs,” McCracken added. 

Gifts to the University Fund go to programs in every college and school at WVU, Athletics, 
WVU Children’s Hospital, WVU Alumni Association, 4-H and many others. 

WVU President Gordon Gee visits with Mountaineer Line student callers.
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DR. FRANK ALDERMAN ’89, ‘97
Morgantown, WV

DR. VICENTE ANIDO JR. ’75, ’78, ’13 HON.
Naples, FL 

DR. THOMAS ARKLE, III ‘78
Charlotte, NC

SUSAN BREWER, JD
Morgantown, WV

MARCIA A. BROUGHTON, JD ’76, ’79 
Clarksburg, WV 

MARC CHINI ’80, ’81
New Canaan, CT 

KAYE C. DANIEL ’84 
Clayton, NC

ALISON DEEM ’70 
Bridgeport, WV 
 
GINA L. DUBBÉ ’83
Glenelg, MD

MICHAEL T. ESCUE ’92, ’98
New York, NY

JOHN B. GIANOLA ’75
Charleston, WV

DR. PATRICE A. HARRIS ’82, ’86, ’92 
Atlanta, GA

PETER J. KALIS, JD ’72, ’18 HON.
Pittsburgh, PA 

E.G. KENDRICK JR. ’65, ’13 HON.
Phoenix, AZ 

PAMELA MAPHIS LARRICK ’72 
Vero Beach, FL

WILLIAM H. MCCARTNEY JR. ’95 
Houston, TX

ROBERT O. ORDERS, JR. ’72
Saint Albans, WV

ALEXIS COSTANZO PUGH ’73
Winter Park, FL 

VERL O. PURDY ’64, ’09 HON.
Charlotte, NC

DELORES ANN REMO ’85
Richmond, VA

ROBERT L. REYNOLDS ’74, ’07 HON. 
Boston, MA 

J. WAYNE RICHARDS ’81, ’18 HON.
Richmond, TX

PENELOPE F. ROLL ’88
New York, NY 

CYNTHIA L. ROTH
Morgantown, WV

DAVID S. SANTEE ’82
Forest Lake, IL

WILLIAM SHEEDY ’88
San Mateo, CA

DOUGLAS R. VAN SCOY ’66, ’68, ’15 HON. 
Sullivan’s Island, SC 

GEORGE S. WEAVER, III ’79
Lancaster, PA

ALAN J. ZUCCARI ’73
McLean, VA

Directors

E. GORDON GEE
West Virginia University | Morgantown, WV 

Ex Officio Directors 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS
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Directors Emeritus
CURTIS H. BARNETTE ’56, ’75 HON.
Bethlehem, PA

RALPH J. BEAN ’63, ’66
Clarksburg, WV

CAROLYN EBERLY BLANEY ’48, ’98 HON. 
Chalk Hill, PA 

JAMES H. CHAMBERLAIN, ’69
Thousand Oaks, CA

JACK CLINE ’55
Summersville, WV

DAVID C. CLOVIS
Clarksburg, WV

C. RICHARD DANIEL ’52, ’54
Beckley, WV

H. SMOOT FAHLGREN
Parkersburg, WV

SUE SEIBERT FARNSWORTH ’62, ’67
Wheeling, WV

EDWIN F. FLOWERS ’52, ’54
Morgantown, WV

DAVID W. HAMSTEAD ’63
Frederick, MD

JOHN C. HARMON ’77 
Pittsburgh, PA

GLEN H. HINER ’57, ’89 HON.
Shoreline, WA

ELMO J. HURST ’53 
Beckley, WV 

J. FRANKLIN LONG ’77 
Bluefield, VA

ROBERT A. MCMILLAN
Martinsburg, WV

DAN R. MOORE
Charleston, WV

G. OGDEN NUTTING
Wheeling, WV

GARY PELL, ’73
Myrtle Beach, SC

THOMAS E. POTTER ’55, ’57
Charleston, WV

LACY I. RICE JR. 
Martinsburg, WV 

STUART M. ROBBINS ’65
Bloomfield Hills, MI

JOHN C. SHOTT ’48 
Bluefield, VA

JOAN CORSON STAMP ’73 
Wheeling, WV

FRED TATTERSALL, ’70, ’14 HON.
Richmond, VA

PETER S. WHITE ’55
Charleston, WV

VIVIEN P. WOOFTER ’52, ’98 HON.
Arlington, VA

WVU Foundation Officers 
Chair 
SUSAN BREWER, JD

Vice Chair 
ROBERT O. ORDERS, JR.

Secretary 
MARCIA A. BROUGHTON, JD

President & CEO 
CYNTHIA L. ROTH

Sr. Executive Administrator/Assistant Board Secretary
JESSICA M. BURNS

Sr. Vice President for Development, CDO
BERNARD J. DAVISSON II

Chief Operating Officer, CFO & Treasurer 
MICHAEL E. AUGUSTINE

Vice President, Investments & CIO 
RICHARD S. KRAICH 

Sr. Associate Vice President, Finance & 
Assistant Treasurer
JEFFREY K. DUNN ’81 
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The continued success of West Virginia University is largely supported by the generosity 
of alumni and friends like you. Our students, faculty, researchers and patients have greater 
opportunities because of private philanthropy. It is people helping people. No matter how 
or how much you give, your generosity makes a difference.

Ways to give include:

Cash Gifts
Pledges
Matching Gifts
Honorary and Memorial Gifts
Endowments
Planned Gifts and Bequests
Stocks, Bonds and Mutual Funds
Personal Property and Real Estate
Life Insurance

Make an Immediate Impact

Visit give.wvu.edu today.

Contact 

To learn more about the many ways you can give to WVU, visit wvuf.org or call the WVU 
Foundation at 304-284-4000 or 800-847-3856.

Let’s go.

The mission of the WVU Foundation is to enrich the lives of those touched by West 
Virginia University by maximizing private charitable support and providing services to 

the University and its affiliated organizations.





One Waterfront Place, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 1650
Morgantown, WV 26507-1650
304-284-4000 | www.wvuf.org




